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Suzlon to focus on hybrid model

Company finds a combination of wind and solar power necessary for optimum utilisation of grid infrastructure
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Wind energy turbine manu-
facturer Suzlon Energy,
which is present in all nine
wind rich States with over 14
manufacturing facilities in
the country, is keen to ex-
plore the hybrid model com-
bining the strengths of both
wind and solar. .
The company is the
- largest operations and main-
tenance (O&M) service
provider in the Indian re-
newable sector with 10 GW
of assets installed is under
its management.

Suzlon is ranked fourth in
terms of entire power sec-
tor-renewables and conven-
tional. Its current order
book stands at 1,231MW val-
ued at Rs 7,523 crores spread
across various wind States.

Tulsi Tanti, chairman and
managing director, Suzlon
Group, told Telangana
Today, “One must under-
stand that wind and solar en-
ergy do not compete and
rather complement each
other. Solar in Indiais in ad-
dition to wind and not a sub-
stitute. Both technologies
are required for ensuring the
energy security of the coun-
try and to bring down the
levelised cost of energy
(LCoE).”

Complementary role
Due to complementary gen-
eration profile of wind and
solar, a combination of both
the technology is required
even from optimum utilisa-
tion of grid infrastructure.
Wind is already at grid-par-
ity and with'over 28 GW in-
stallations; itis/a proven and
mature technology.

He said; “India has ex-
ported wind products and
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technologies to over 30
countries, so the sector itself
is truly ‘Make in India’ not
only for domestic market
but also for the export mar-
ket. You must appreciate
that no other Asian country
has achieved this feat in
wind and the products are
predominantly sold in the
developed markets, like the
US and Europe. There is a
huge opportunity in wind-
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solar hybrid solutions given
the complementary cycles
of generation and the better
utilisation of the installed in-
frastructure. However, a
dedicated policy for hybrid
is still awaited and is shortly
expected to be rolled out.”.

Power sector

On the power industry pat-
terns, Tanti says, “Growth in
conventional is almost

GENERATION CYCLE: Wind and solar complement each other and this way utilisation of installed infrasttucture is better.

stalled, with limited new ca-
pacity addition, whereas re-
newables are on strong
growth trajectory. With sus-
tained profitability and in-
creased momentum, our
rankings in overall power
sector is also bound to im-
prove.”

Suzlon has been making
rotor blades, a key compo-
nent in the wind turbines.
The company’s current ca-
pacity of rotor blades stands
at over 4,000 MW per
annum. It has commissioned
three manufacturing units
one each in Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh
and Rajasthan in the last
year. It has already invested
Rs 200 crore for setting up

manufacturing facilities in
these States.

“The company’s S111- 120
prototype is now in comple-
tion stage of one year of test-
ing and has already deliv-
ered 37 per cent to 38 per
cent PLF. The product is
likely to cross the 40 per
cent PLF. The Sl1 (21IMW)
turbine prototype has been
successfully tested in India
and USA,” Tulsi Tanti in-
formed.

Telangana focus

Predominantly a wind
power company, Suzlon has
also tasted success in solar
across the country. The
company has also recently
completed 49 per cent of

disinvestment in 210 MW in
Telangana. He said, “We
build, sell products and
maintain projects, which has
been our business model
from the beginning. In re-
spect of solar projects, the
idea was to gain experience
in end-to-end turnkey solu-
tion offerings.”

“Going forward our focus
would remain on wind-solar
hybrid offerings and will
continue to divest from our
solar portfolio. Telangana
continues to be a key market
for us and we will continue
to bring further investments
to strengthen the State’s ob-
jective of achieving it’s re-
newable,” he added.

Financials

J P Chalasani, Group CEO,
Suzlon, said, “Q3 FY17 rev-
enues are up by 76 per cent
on a YoY basis and we are
confident of maintaining the
growth momentum with
strong focus on posting sus-
tainable ‘profits. We con-

* tinueto drive technology in-

novation in our industry and
have introduced next gener-
ation turbines which will
bring down the Levelised
Cost of Energy (LCoE).
Wind-solar hybrid solutions
is the next strong growth op-
portunity for Suzlon.”

“We are focused on
ramping up volumes by exe-
cuting our strong order
book, at the same time en-
suring that we continue to
maintain tight control on
our working capital and
fixed costs. We are also ade-
quately capitalised to de-
liver high volume for the
forthcoming quarters and
will continue to post sus-
tainable profits.” Kirti Vaga-
dia, Group Chief Financial
Officer (CFO), Suzlon, said.



